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And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,

saying, this month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it

shall be the first month of the year to you. . . . And this day shall

be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the

LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an

ordinance for ever. – Deuteronomy 12:1-2, 14.

It was sad for me to observe on Western Easter weekend

how few outward signs there were that these were great Holy

Days for most Christians around us. Every

activity went on as usual. Even members of

Churches that used to observe Holy Week

seemed to take little notice of it, instead

planning parties, camping, or ball games.

There is no longer any concept of sacred

time, of something important enough to set

aside our own plans for. 

Even in America there was a time when

most people would be in Church at Easter

whether or not they were there any other

time. Was this hypocritical? At least there 

was a sense that Easter was a public event

that people somehow shared. In the same

way, there was a time in America when the Fourth of July

was a “holiday” – a time to come together for patriotic

parades and speeches on the courthouse lawn, not just a “day

off” for everyone to do individually whatever he wanted to. 

There are at least three attitudes towards time. Many

people see it as a closed cycle of causes. There is nothing

new; everything is caused by something else and predictable.

There is no freedom. We find this in reincarnation, in astrology,

and in modern dress as scientific determinism. Others see

time as simply chaos, not determined but meaningless, Lady

Macbeth’s “tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow.” For

Christians, time is neither a closed cycle nor chaos. Time is

holy, because it is the arena of man’s freedom and God’s

redemptive work. He reveals Himself in time; He is the One

who brought us out of Egypt (Ex. 13:14, Deut. 6:21). He is the

One who raised Jesus Christ from the dead.

Time is good; God created it. And God

divided the light from the darkness. And God

called the light Day, and the darkness he called

Night. And the evening and the morning were

the first day. (Genesis 1:4). He promised Noah

that While the earth remaineth, seedtime and

harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and

winter, and day and night shall not cease

(Genesis 8:22). Yet for man time can be a

curse; God created man an image of His

own eternity (Wisdom 2:23), but now man 

is fallen into time and is at its mercy. His

days and all his plans are passing away.

Faced with this, we “kill time” by essentially

meaningless diversions. 

But our God calls us to “redeem the time” (Eph. 5:16,

Col. 4:5) by the choices we make. One of these can be to

remember the saving events of Our Lord’s redeeming work.

The word remember in the Bible does not mean just to have a

mental recollection of something in the past; it means that

what is remembered still exists. When the repentant thief on

the Cross says, Remember me Lord, when thou comest into thy 

Continued on page 3

REDEEMING THE TIME

CHRIST IS RISEN!
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Directions: From I-20 take Exit 35, Clinton/Raymond Road and turn north. 
Go to the 4-way stop and you’ll see our sign just across the street.

April 27
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April 29

April 30

May 1

May 2

May 3

May 4

May 5

Lazarus Saturday

Palm Sunday 

Great and Holy Monday  

Great and Holy Tuesday 

Great and Holy Wednesday

Great and Holy Thursday

Great and Holy Friday

Great and Holy Saturday

Holy Pascha

Divine Liturgy
Vespers

Palm Procession, Liturgy
Bridegroom Matins  

Bridegroom Matins   

Bridegroom Matins   

Service of Anointing

Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Matins-12 Gospels

Royal Hours
Vespers
Matins-Lamentations

Holy Baptism,           
Divine Liturgy

The Paschal Service:    
Candlelight Procession, 
Matins, Divine Liturgy
Feast Follows           

Agape Vespers, Feast
at St. Peter’s Church,
Madison              

9:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

12:00 noon   
7:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

11:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

Holy Week Services - 2002
Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church  . Clinton, MS

Regular Services:
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Great Vespers

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Matins

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Daily Vespers

O P
2



3

kingdom (St. Luke 23:42), he does not mean “think about

me”; he means do something for me. 

A striking characteristic of the Orthodox Holy Week

services is the word today: “Today Christ enters the Holy

City riding on a foal...” “Today He who hung the earth upon

the waters in hung upon the Cross...” The services are not 

a sentimental dramatization of something in the past. The

events of this week, which happened once in history, are

eternal realities. In these services they are present and we

encounter them just as the Holy Apostles did. We walk

together around the Church building on Palm Sunday singing,

with the children of Jerusalem, “Hosanna to the Son of David;

Blessed is He that Cometh in the Name of the Lord.” We

walk around it again in darkness on Friday evening, following

the Shroud to the Tomb with Joseph and Nicodemus. We walk

around it on Saturday at midnight with the myrrh-bearing

women, and hear “Christ is Risen!” shouted in the night. Time

itself is overcome and these things are now.

We give meaning to the time allotted us in this world by

making some of it different – bringing its whirl to a halt to

mark the center of all time, when darkness fell over the whole

earth and the new Light dawned from the Tomb. There is

another Time revealed to us, the “never-ending Day of the

Kingdom” that we look forward to and experience already.

Won’t you “take the time” to join us?

(Continued from page 1)
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NEW ICONS INSTALLED:
The main icons have been installed in the Temple. 

Saint John The Baptist, The Theotokos, Christ, 
and the Resurrection.

PARISH NEWSU

Zoe Linda, daughter of Matthew and Melissa Jackson, will
be baptized. Her sponsors are Johnny and Deb Cano. 

Cora Chaffin will be chrismated. Her sponsor is Kitty Khalaf.

HOLY SATURDAY INITIATES
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We have several families in the McComb, Mississippi,

area, about 80 miles south of  Jackson. Some of them

have driven to Clinton virtually every Sunday for twenty

years or more. Recently with the blessing of Archbishop

DMITRI they were able to buy a small church building

in central McComb. This will be a mission station of

Holy Resurrection. They will continue to be members

of Holy Resurrection and attend the Divine Liturgy

here, but will serve reader services there during the

week, as they have been doing for some time. Fr. Paul

will serve the Divine Liturgy there on some Saturdays. 

The building, a former Christian 

Science church, is 30 by 40 feet and 

very centrally located, and its structure 

is very suitable for Orthodox worship:

the nave is square with a high, flat 

ceiling and pine floor. We hope that
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with greater visibility it will be a 

good start for a mission. Please 

pray for this effort. 

The building is located at 500 

Maryland Avenue in McComb. To 

reach it take I-55 Exit 17, 

Delaware Avenue / Downtown 

McComb." Go east on Delaware

Ave. about 1.5 miles to Fifth St.

(Centenary Methodist Church is on your left). Turn left

on Fifth and you will be facing the church one block

ahead. For information on services call David Varnado

at 601 684-8743 or email camptopisaw@locnet.net.
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