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The Resurrection and The Kingdom
Even a short glance through the New Testament

shows us that Resurrection and the Kingdom of God
(or Kingdom of Heaven) are two of the most prominent
themes of the preaching of Our Lord
and of the Apostles. Yet strangely these
themes seem to hold little interest for
Christians today. In most Christian
homes and many churches, Christmas,
Thanksgiving or Mother’s Day get far
more attention than Easter. The
Resurrection is not the major theme
of preaching as it was for St. Paul,
who says: “If Christ be not risen, then
is our preaching vain, and your faith
is also vain.” (1 Cor. 15:14) For many
people the Resurrection is associated
only with sentimental experiences of
women in a cemetery. We may hear
about “heaven” as a place where dead
people are, but not about the Kingdom
of Heaven, which is the subject of the
majority of Our Lord’s words in the
Gospels. “Salvation” and “Heaven”
are preached, but not as connected with Resurrection
and the Kingdom. 

This is understandable in that most people have no
experience of Resurrection, and have very inadequate
ideas about what it means. The Resurrection in the
New Testament is not primarily about what happened
to one dead body 2000 years ago. It is about a living
Body seen and touched by the Lord’s disciples. It is not
primarily about “life after death,” but about a new life
now. Everything in the lives of the New Testament
Christians is referred to it. It produces hope, liberation,
forgiveness, reconciliation, victory and wholeness of
mind. 

The Resurrection is an event in this world’s time, but
primarily it is a reality of  the Kingdom of God, also
referred to as that Day, the Last Day, Eternal Life, the
coming or appearing of the Lord. Many terms are used for
the Kingdom in the New Testament because it has many
aspects. It is a new kind of life inaugurated by the coming
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into the world of the Saviour. It is at hand - it is both coming
and already here. Those who want it badly enough – the
violent  (St. Matthew 11:12) – can experience it now,

but we shall experience its fullness in
the age to come. 

By the Resurrection or the Kingdom,
we do not mean somehow being
magically transported and escaping
suffering, sorrow, and death. This did
not happen to Jesus, who calls us to
“follow” him. What did happen is that
He took our life, our suffering, sor-
row, and death as His own and by
His faithfulness and love transformed
them into victory and life. As Orthodox
Christians sing again and again, “Christ
is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death,” not by escaping death.
If we are united to Him, we “take up
our Cross daily and follow Him,”
experiencing our suffering, sorrow and
death in union with Him, being
transformed and sharing in His victory

over them. “That I may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death; if by any means I
might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.”
(Philippians 3:10 ff)

Just as the Old Testament people of God experienced
and communicated the saving events of their history,
such as the Exodus, by sacred rites revealed to them by
God, such as the Passover, Christians experience and
communicate the saving events of our history, especially
the Resurrection, by the sacred rites given us by the Lord,
primarily Baptism and the Holy Eucharist (Lord’s Supper).
In Baptism the Christian participates personally in the
Death and Resurrection of the Lord, which is the pattern
and image of the “invisible warfare” he must wage the rest
of his life to “put off the old man with his deeds; and ... put
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the
image of him that created him.” (Colossians 3:9) Whenever
there is a Baptism we experience the Resurrection, but

April 19 Lazarus Saturday Divine Liturgy 9:00 a.m.
Vespers 5:30 p.m.

April 20 Palm Sunday Matins, 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Bridegroom Matins 12:30 p.m.

April 21 Great and Holy Monday Bridegroom Matins 7:00 p.m.

April 22 Great and Holy Tuesday Bridegroom Matins 7:00 p.m.

April 23 Great and Holy Wednesday Service of Anointing 7:00 p.m.

April 24 Great and Holy Thursday Vesperal Divine Liturgy 12 noon
Matins - 12 Gospels 7:00 p.m

April 25 Great and Holy Friday Royal Hours 11:00 a.m.
Vespers 3:00 p.m.
Matins - Lamentations 7:00 p.m.

April 26 Great and Holy Saturday Holy Baptism, 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

The Paschal Service: 11:30 p.m.
Candlelight Procession,
Matins, Divine Liturgy
Feast Follows

April 27 HOLY PASCHA Agape Vespers, Feast 3:00 p.m.

Continued on page 3 ...
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THE YOUTH OF HOLY RESURRECTION

ON PASCHA
PARISH NEWS

Sophia Lawson, 11

David Dietrich, 12

Earl Lawson, 12

Heidi Robinson, 13

Eli Long, 15

My favorite Pascha was in 2002 when I stood up for
almost the entire service and I didn’t fall asleep. It was the
most beautiful service I had ever seen. I can’t wait until
Pascha! It’s going to be so much fun. I love the music that
is sung. It is very beautiful. I also like going around the
church holding candles and singing, “Thy Resurrection
O Christ Our Savior.” Then we shout “Christ is Risen!”
I think that the Pascha services are very beautiful.

Pascha is my favorite time of year because I get to
eat some of my favorite foods and get to do things that
I didn’t get to do in Lent like: Gameboy, computer,
etc., etc, etc. I also like it because we get to have a big
feast at the end of the service! We also sing songs that
we haven’t sung at all during the year. We get to dress
in our best clothes and have a procession around the
church with candles. My favorite part is when we sing
about Christ’s resurrection and how he rose from the
dead. Last but not least, my second favorite part of
Pascha? The red eggs!

One Pascha I remember well was when I was eight years
old. I tried to serve the whole Pascha service. I barely
made it through the service. At the end of the service I was
so tired and happy I almost forgot about the food afterwards.
Then I went to the parish hall and smelled all the good
food. I also like being an altar boy in the processional
and looking back to see all the people and their candles. 
I remember on one Holy Saturday Father Paul said,
“Don’t bring any beans to the Feast.” I thought that
was funny. I love Pascha.

Pascha is my favorite holiday. My favorite part is the
feast. Everything is great. Staying up all night and cracking
red eggs is always fun. I always like the procession around
the Church with candles, too. I have to say that the
best part of all is getting to eat meat and dairy again.
While we are all having a good time, it still feels holy.
You know God is truly with us! I can’t wait for Pascha!

The one thing I always remember about Pascha is
when we turn off all the lights in the church, and the
basses and tenors from the choir go into the altar and
sing “Thy Resurrection, O Christ our Savior...” I always
am very anxious at that moment because you can start
to expect the Resurrection of Christ. It is also very tense
because, since all the lights are cut off, it is pitch black
and you can't see anyone around you. Then Fr. Paul
comes out with the candles and we all take the light of
Christ and make the procession around the church. It
is gloomy due to the tolling bells and the darkness.
Then we come back and gather at the church steps,
and Fr. Paul greets us with “CHRIST IS RISEN” in
many languages. I love these series of events because
they are such an emotional roller coaster. You go from
deep sorrow to great joy. That is what I always remember
about Pascha because you can kind of experience
Christ’s Resurrection. Of course another thing I always
remember is the MEAT! 

Every Pascha I sing in the choir because the music
is my favorite thing about Pascha. Other things I like
about Pascha are all the people, the food, the colors, the
atmosphere, and especially the abrupt change that occurs
during the service. Before the Paschal service I wake up
excited but rather groggy, and get dressed. My family and
I get in the car, with the food aroma pouring out from
the dishes, and drive down the silent streets; when we

enter the Church it’s all dark, but that, I know, is going
to change. We venerate the icons and then I take my
place in the choir, hoping my voice can still hit the high
notes. When the service begins I am always surprised
at how somber everything is. A little time after this
everything gets dark, then a pinpoint of light appears in
the altar – a candle. Then another and another light
appears until the golden tide of light fills the Church.
We then walk outside and around the church carrying
our candles and singing, “...enable us on earth to glori-
fy Thee in purity of heart.” We follow the priest inside
and burst into song! The Church is flooded with light,
and gold, white and red colors. At this point I am flooded
with joy, pure joy – joy which washes away everything
besides itself. Joy fills me and flows out and over all!

After the service we kiss the cross and we are given
red eggs. These remind me of my favorite story: Holy
Mother Mary Magdalene went to Caesar to convert him
but he said that he would sooner believe that St. Mary
Magdalene’s gift, an egg, was red, rather than believe
that God was real. So St. Mary’s egg promptly turned
red under Caesar’s bulging eyes!

After this we go and feast on all kinds of wonderful
Paschal food: ice cream, fruit, bread, beef, lamb, pork,
and most importantly, eggs. When we finish eating, we
then give presents, and after presents comes games.

A game I like to play with eggs is to lay an egg on a
smooth, flat surface, take it by the ends and spin it.
Then the egg will, hopefully, pick itself up and spin
standing. After the Feast we sleep, wake up, get more
Easter presents, go to other churches for Easter dinners,
etc. Then it is over. Christos Anesti!

Andy Robinson, 11
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this is better seen if Baptism is not something done
privately for individuals at odd times, but is part of the
public worship of the Church at Easter. Most of the
Resurrection appearances of the Lord in the Gospels
involve a meal. This is because they point us to the
Eucharist, where we eat and drink at the Lord’s table
in His Kingdom (St. Luke 22:30), participating already
in this world in that Heavenly Banquet and Marriage
Feast of the Lamb promised in the age to come. 

Indeed not only Baptism and the Eucharist, but the
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Come Receive the Light ...

To be Baptized Holy Saturday:
Noelle Hunsinger of Clinton, daughter of Gerry and Diane Hunsinger. Her sponsors are Robert and

Susan Ainsworth.
Julia Freels of Wesson, MS, daughter of David and Elizabeth Freels. Her sponsors are Vasily Mountian

and Olga Richardson.
Paul Ellis of Brandon, a senior at Delta State University. His sponsor is Matthew Jackson.

To be Chrismated: 
Paula Scott of Clinton, sister of Liz Rohrig. Her sponsors are Paul and Liz Rohrig.

Our Mission Station of Christ the Saviour in
McComb, Mississippi, was able to buy a house
next door to their Temple for use as a parish
hall. The large house will afford space for eating,
fellowship, classes, bookstore and parking.
Christ the Saviour also has two new analogia
(icon stands) and an iconostas in progress. For
more pictures see www.holyres.net/mccomb.html

Fr. Thomas Hopko’s visit here in January drew big
crowds and much interest. Tapes of his three talks on St.
Anthony of Egypt are available.

whole rich tapestry of worship that Orthodox experience
through Lent, Holy Week, Pascha (Easter) and on to
Pentecost give us an experience of the Resurrection
and the Kingdom that cannot be communicated any
other way. Perhaps this is why the Resurrection remains
central in the life and teaching of the Orthodox Church
more than for most other Christians today. We invite
you to “Come and see” and know the Death and
Resurrection of the Lord more deeply by worshipping
with us this Pascha. 

Christ is Risen from the dead,
Trampling down death by death,

And upon those in the tombs bestowing life!
��


