
service to the Lord. We have been blessed to support
the Jacksons during their first two years at 
St. Tikhon’s, through the generosity of many friends
near and far. Deacon Matthew has shown himself
deserving of support. He has made excellent grades 
at St. Tikhon’s and it is a testimony to the high regard
he is held in there that they have recommended he 
be ordained this early.
Now as he begins the “home stretch,” we appeal one
more time to enable him to finish the course. Please
respond and send your contribution or pledge. 

DEACON MATTHEW JACKSON,
“our” seminarian, will be ordained a
priest at Holy Resurrection on Sunday,
July 10, by Archbishop DMITRIof Dallas.

The ordination will take place dur-
ing the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
beginning at 9:30 a.m. – Visitors are
invited to come and see this beauti-
ful and historic rite.

Father Deacon Matthew and his
wife, MATUSHKA XENIA (née
Melissa Howe), grew up in Jackson
and were received into the Orthodox
Church at Holy Resurrection while
he was a student at Mississippi
College. The past two years he 
has been a student at St. Tikhon’s
Seminary in South Canaan,
Pennsylvania. He was ordained deacon
on May 22, at St. Seraphim’s Cathedral in Dallas.
Orthodox seminarians are often ordained during their
last year at seminary, so they can learn to serve under
supervision. He recently spent ten days in Greece,
where he visited the historic monasteries on Mount
Athos, as part of his seminary program. 

Deacon Matthew and his family will be here with us
the rest of July, then will return to St. Tikhon's for his
final year of study. 

Let us pray for Deacon Matthew, Matushka Xenia, 
and their children as they begin this new stage of 

Deacon Matthew and family; (l-r) Matthew, Abbigale, Zoe, Gavriel, Dorothy and Matushka Xenia.

THE MOST REVEREND DMITRI, ARCHBISHOP OF DALLAS AND THE SOUTH . FATHER PAUL YERGER, PASTOR

VOLUME 29, ISSUE 2 JULY 2005  .  CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI .  601.924.2441  .  www.holyres.net

Ordination To Be Held At
Holy Resurrection
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The Church as a whole is a “royal priesthood” (1 Peter
2:9), extending in time and space the kingship and
priesthood of Christ. Thus the Christian priest has not
a “power” or “ministry” or privilege of his own, but
manifests the priesthood of Christ and the Church. The
Orthodox priest is never said to “represent” Christ
because one “represents” someone who is absent, and
Christ is always present in His Church. As the priest
baptizes, reconciles penitents, anoints the sick,
preaches, or ministers in whatever way, he makes visible

the Christ who is always with
us, giving life, reconciling,
healing, and teaching. 

St. Paul calls himself a priest
(leitourgos) of Jesus Christ to
the Gentiles, performing a
priestly service (hierourgounta)
of the Gospel, that the offering
(prosphora) of the Gentiles
might be acceptable, sanctified
by the Holy Spirit (Romans
(15:16). We now use this same
word prosphora to describe
the bread which is offered at
the Eucharist, which is a sign
of our offering of ourselves.
All that the priest does, whether
teaching, counselling, praying,
or cleaning the church, can be

seen as “baking prosphora”, preparing people to be
offered to God in Jesus Christ as a “living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is our rational 
worship.” (Romans 12:2). But he does not perform
this priesthood alone; he is a sign of the priestly
ministry of Christ and the whole Church, and what
He offers is first given Him by God. So when he 
lifts up the prosphora on the altar he says, “Thine own
of Thine own we offer to Thee O Lord, on behalf 
of all and for all” (cf John 17:9-10).

A priest (Greek hiereus) is one who offers sacrifices.
Therefore all of us are created to be priests, to offer to
God in thanksgiving (eucharistia) the world and the life
which He has given us. The Old Testament sacrifices
are signs that the world belongs to God; for example
the first-born of the flock, the tenth of the crop mean
that the whole belongs to Him. But we failed in our
priestly calling, grasping at the world and wanting 
to “be as God” rather than accepting the world 
as God’s gift and offering it to Him in thanksgiving. 

Jesus Christ is the One True
Priest, the New Adam fulfilling
the priestly calling that Adam
failed to fulfill. He is both
priest and sacrifice, the
Shepherd and the Lamb. He
unites humanity and all cre-
ation, typified by bread and
wine, to His perfect offering
of Himself to the Father. In
the words of the Orthodox
Liturgy, He is “both the offerer
and the offered, the receiver
and the received.” The Church
is humanity united to Christ
in order to be offered. It is
the “New Man” created in
Christ on the Cross putting to
death all enmity (Ephesians 2:15).

The Eucharistic Liturgy of the Church is called sacrificial,
not because it is “another sacrifice” but because it
unites us in our time and place to the one perfect
Sacrifice that Christ makes eternally before the throne
of God. The Christian bishop or presbyter who presides
at the Eucharist is called a “priest” in the sense that
He is a sign and icon of Christ the One Priest, presiding
at His heavenly Altar and Marriage Feast, offering 
us, the Bride He won at the cost of His blood, in
Thanksgiving and Reconciliation to His Father. 

What Is A Priest?
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Amanda Eldridge (not pictured) was received as a catechumen on March 20. Amanda lives in Clinton 
and works at Trustmark Bank. She plans to attend the University of Southern Mississippi this fall. 
Glenn McLeod of Brandon, a student at Millsaps College, was received as a catechumen on June 12. Tim and
Sam Leonard, lifelong residents of Jackson, and Polly Rosenblatt of Fort Adams, Mississippi, were received as
members by Holy Chrismation on Holy Saturday, April 30. Ella Frances Long, infant daughter of Steve and
Christina Long, was baptized and Shirley Funk of Raymond, mother of Cathy Lawson, was received 
by Chrismation on Pentecost Sunday, June 19. Dr. Virginia Covington of Hattiesburg was received by
Chrismation on June 25 at Christ the Saviour Mission in McComb. Dr. Covington is Professor Emeritus of
Communication at the University of Southern Mississippi.

Dr. Virginia Covington & Sponsor, Barbara slator.

Tim Leonard, Sam Leonard 
and Polly Rosenblatt during
their Christmation

Shirley Funk 
is Christmated

Ella Frances Long, is baptized

Ella Frances Long with Godparents, Polly & Tom 
Rosenblatt. Shirley Funk and Sponsor Kitty Khalaf.

New Catechumen Glenn McLeod 
is being sponsored by Chris Grillis

NEW MEMBERS

WE WELCOME OUR
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

REGULAR SERVICES: SATURDAY-VESPERS 5:30 P.M., SUNDAY-MATINS 8:30 A.M. 
DIVINE LITURGY 9:30 A.M. CHURCH SCHOOL 12:00 NOON, WEDNESDAY-VESPERS 7:00 P.M.

TO REACH THE CHURCH TAKE EXIT 35 FROM I-20 (ABOUT 10 MILES WEST OF JACKSON). 
TURN NORTH AND YOU’LL SEE OUR SIGN.

Are you looking for a Church . . .

. . .that teaches the whole Christian tradition, entire and undistorted?

. . .that has the most beautiful worship in Christendom?

. . .that never compromises the commands of Jesus Christ, 

but always has mercy for those who fall and struggle?

Come and see!

Inquirers Class Starts Wednesday, August 00 - 7:30 p.m.

For more information call 601.924.2441 or go to holyres.net

COMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, JULY 9, 6:00 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ARCHBISHOP DMITRI WILL SERVE GREAT VESPERS IN MCCOMB

SUNDAY, JULY 10, 9:30 A.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ARCHBISHOP DMITRI WILL SERVE DIVINE LITURGY

ORDINATION OF DEACON MATTHEW JACKSON TO PRIESTHOOD

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 7:00 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .GREAT VESPERS – TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 9:00 A.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . .DIVINE LITURGY – TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 12:30 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . .GREAT VESPERS – FALLING ASLEEP OF THE THEOTOKOS

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 6:30 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . .DIVINE LITURGY - FALLING ASLEEP OF THE THEOTOKOS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 7:00 P.M.  . . . . . . . .GREAT VESPERS – NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 6:30 A.M.  . . . . . . . . .DIVINE LITURGY - NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 7:00 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . .GREAT VESPERS – ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 6:30 A.M.  . . . . . . . .DIVINE LITURGY – ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS


