
a beautiful new traditional altar table made for us 
by Fr. Michael Storozuk of Denison, Texas, and a
beautiful new processional cross carved by longtime
member Jonah Ford. 

Behind the parish hall is a metal building housing
Mt. Salus Christian School. This independent non-
denominational Christian school (grades K-5) is a
separate entity from Mt. Salus Church and is not for
sale at this time. The school will pay us compensation
for use of the dining room and the classrooms in the
parish hall during the week. You can read more about
Mt. Salus at www.mtsalus.net

We have sold our present property to neighboring
Mississippi College, a Southern Baptist institution.
Mt. Salus Church has merged with St. Paul
Presbyterian Church of Jackson.

HOLY RESURRECTION HAS BOUGHT THE PROPERTY of
Mt. Salus Presbyterian Church, about a mile east of
us at 414 East College Street in Clinton. 

Our moving date will be Saturday, October 14. At 
9 a.m. will serve a Panikhida in the old building for all
the departed who worshipped there, and offer thanks
for all that has happened there. Then we will form a
procession with icons, cross, candles, incense, etc. and
those who are able will proceed singing on foot (less
than a mile) down College Street to the new property.
The police will stop traffic for us. Those who can’t
walk that far will follow in automobiles. Then we will
bless the new building with Holy Water and serve the
Divine Liturgy. Afterwards we will have a festive meal
in the Parish Hall with our guests. Orthodox from
other churches – as well as anyone else interested – are
invited to join us. The first Sunday Liturgy in the new
building will be the next day, October 15.

Most of us have dreamed for many years of building
a proper Orthodox Temple on our present property,
but have become increasingly discouraged as costs
seemed to put it further out of reach, and lack of
space made it difficult to plan. The new church is
pretty, “looks like a church,” can be made to look
Orthodox, and still has good visibility, easy access
from the Interstate, and is just as close to Mississippi
College. It has lots of classroom and office space 
that we don’t have now, and plenty of room for 
children to play safely. 

The chapel is a bit larger than ours; a wing attached
to the chapel will house our bookstore, offices for the
priest and the choir director, a kitchen for snacks after
weekday services, and four classrooms. In addition
there is a one-story parish hall behind these buildings,
containing a dining room about the size of ours, 
a kitchen, and three more large classrooms. 

We hope to have new paint, a new floor, and a 
new iconostas in the new Church by then. We have 
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I remember walking into the temple for the first time; there were so many people standing
there, the choir was singing so beautifully, and the scent of incense was heavy in the air.
I stood in awe that Pascha night, two and a half years ago, because I was experiencing a 
celebration that changed my life. Before this night, I was a Baptist Sunday school teacher.
I had been wondering what other churches were out there, but was too scared to go looking.
I wanted old fashioned, authentic worship. I soon began visiting Holy Resurrection Orthodox
Church with a good friend. After attending services there for a short time, I knew it would
soon be my home. And that is exactly what the church became and always will be: my home,
my family. I pray to be able to raise my own children in it one day.  

People always ask me, “Why did you choose the Orthodox Church?” My first response is
always something about the people and how comfortable I feel there, or at any other Orthodox
Church, whether in Mississippi, California, Alabama, or even Mexico. There is a unity among
us that I cannot describe. Then I begin to tell them about the icons, the singing, the children,
and the feeling of the Holy Spirit filling the room during the service. I’ve never been much of
an evangelist, but I like to think I leave each of these people with a new impression of the
Christian faith and a yearning to search for what might be missing in their own lives.

In the short time since I joined Holy Resurrection, I have traveled to Mexico as a student
missionary and have visited Holy Transfiguration Monastery in Pennsylvania. Through my 
travels, I have been able to visit areas I only dreamed about traveling to and made friends 
from different areas of the country. The most rewarding aspect is to know that I served our
Lord with the help and prayers of my family, the members of Holy Resurrection.

Amanda Eldridge

Amanda is a senior at the University of Southern Mississippi, 
preparing to be a school librarian.

Our Members Speak

Both Church buildings are located just off I-20 in Clinton, 
about 10 miles west of downtown Jackson, Mississippi. 

Directions to Old Church: 
From I-20 take exit 35, marked “Clinton - Raymond.”  

Turn north and you’ll see the Church sign. 
Our Temple for worship services is in the older white house.

Directions to New Church: 
From I-20 take exit 36, marked “Clinton - Springridge Road” 

Turn north on Springridge Road (it becomes Clinton Parkway). 
Go a half mile to College St. Turn right (east) on College St. 

and go 0.3 miles to the Church on your right. 

Directions from Old Church to New Church: 
Go east on College St. about 0.9 miles.

DIRECTIONS

FPO/MAP IN

PROGRESS
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OUR MEMBERS

Mark and Erica Robinson are the
parents of a baby girl, Ava Genevieve,
born January 10, and baptized Holy
Saturday. James and Ksenija Stephens
are the parents of a baby boy, Ellis
Nikolaj, born June 28. Father
Matthew and Matushka Xenia
Jackson are the parents of a baby boy,
Levi Seraphim Dennis, born August 31.

Sonya Reeves and James Jones were
crowned in marriage May 28 at
Christ the Saviour Church in McComb. 

Glen McLeod was chrismated
January 8. His parents, Lee and
Brenda McLeod of Brandon, were
received as catechumens May 28,
along with Jacob Lipking of Clinton.
Amy Young of Clinton was received
as a catechumen February 12,
Carol Marble of Indianola on May 7,
and Matthew Prewitt of Clinton on
August 20. William Rosenblatt of
Woodville was chrismated at Christ
the Saviour on August 6. Attendance

at our Wednesday night classes on
Orthodoxy has been higher than ever;
one night recently we had 25 people. 

Donoso and Julia Escobar moved
August 3 to South Dakota, where
he has accepted a teaching position
at the University of Sioux Falls.
May the Lord send His angel to
guard (and warm) them.

Earl and Sophia Lawson, Heidi and
Andy Robinson, and Christine and
Elizabeth Rustom, went to the
Antiochian Village Orthodox Camp
in Pennsylvania in July.

Amanda Eldridge worked with
Project Mexico during her spring
break. She stayed at St. Innocent’s
Orphanage in Tijuana and helped
build a house for the poor in the
area. Amanda also spent almost a
week at Holy Transfiguration
Monastery in Pennsylvania in August.
Fr. Paul and Matushka Sissy will go
there a week in October.

Petty Officer Adam Lewis was
awarded a U.S. Coast Guard
Medal of Commendation and a
Meritorious Team ribbon on May
10 for his work in New Orleans
after the Hurricane. He was also
chosen to represent the Coast
Guard at the Victory Ball at the 
D-Day Museum on June 3. 

Father Paul began in March to
work only part-time, usually three
days a week, at his secular job in
order to spend more time on Church
work. He is a computer analyst at
Mississippi Baptist Medical Center.

EVENTS

Dr. H. Tristram Engelhardt of Houston, a brilliant and
entertaining Orthodox speaker on medical ethics, spoke
at St. Peter’s in Madison, Mississippi, on February 2
and Holy Resurrection on February 3. 

Father Matthew Jackson was graduated at St. Tikhon’s
Seminary in Pennsylvania May 27 and arrived in
McComb May 31. He began to serve at Christ the
Saviour Ascension Day, June 1. Christ the Saviour is
now a separate mission Church of the Diocese and no
longer a mission of Holy Resurrection. We give thanks
to the Lord for the success of this effort, and we thank
the many people who contributed to Fr. Matthew’s
seminary education (see below). Christ the Saviour
Church has a beautiful new web site designed by Edie
Varnado – take a look at www.christ-the-saviour.org

Archbishop Dmitri was with us June 3-4. Saturday
evening he presided at Vespers at Christ the Saviour

Church in McComb, Sunday morning he served the
Divine Liturgy here at Holy Resurrection. During this
service Herman (Al) Dietrich was tonsured a Reader
for Holy Resurrection and Elias (Ron) Senko a Reader
for Christ the Saviour. The Archbishop also viewed the
Mt. Salus property and was pleased with it.

In June we received a new traditional altar table which
was made for us by Fr. Michael Storozuk of Denison,
Texas. It will be installed and used when we move to our
new Temple. We also have a beautiful new processional
cross carved by longtime member Jonah Ford.

Our Seminarian Fund inaugurated three years ago has
been a great success. By God’s grace and the generosity
of many people all over the country, we collected
$42,713 during the three years, enabling us to send the
Matthew Jackson family a stipend each month which,
with help from the seminary and others, enabled them
to live frugally. Fr. Matthew has now been ordained and
is in residence in McComb. We thank all who contributed
to this. When we inaugurated the Seminarian Fund,

PARISH NEWS

Pic of one 
of the new

babe’s here?

(Continued on page 4 ... )
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

REGULAR SERVICES: SATURDAY-GREAT VESPERS 5:30 P.M., SUNDAY-MATINS 8:30 A.M. 
DIVINE LITURGY 9:30 A.M. CHURCH SCHOOL 12:00 NOON, WEDNESDAY-VESPERS 7:00 P.M.

(SEE PAGE 2 FOR DIRECTIONS & MAP TO NEW CHURCH BUILDINGS.)

Go to www.holyres.net for special services times and information.

MARY BURT FELL ASLEEP IN THE LORD March 23. Visitation
and Panikhida were held at the Church on March 24, and the
Funeral Service sung for her March 25, with burial in
Lakewood South Cemetery on McCluer Road in Jackson. 

Mary was an Athabaskan Indian from Alaska who was reared
in the Orthodox Church there. She met and married Nelson
Burt, a Mississippian who was working in Alaska. In 1977 they
moved to the Florence area. She began to attend our Church in
2001. Mary suffered many years with crippling and painful
arthritis, and eventually had several joints removed. When she
attended our Church, she moved about on a motorized chair at high speed with daring. She and
Nelson were crowned in marriage at Holy Resurrection since they had not originally had a Church
wedding. As her condition grew worse she was not able to come, but received Holy Communion at
home, which she always appreciated.

In all her sufferings and disabilities she was always cheerful and never complained. Her husband,
Nelson, cared for her lovingly and also without complaint, and is always respectful and appreciative
of our Church.

Mary leaves her husband Nelson, her son Walter with his wife Jennifer and their  children Clint,
Chris, Alisa, and Haley, and her daughter Leah with her son Justin.

MAY HER MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

Which Icon 
could we 

place here?

we said the funds would be used for seminarians from
the Diocese of the South. Accordingly, all remaining
funds have been disbursed to Fr. Matthew to help 
with his moving expenses. We are not soliciting more
funds until, God willing, we have another seminarian
from this parish. Any further donations received for

(Continued from page 3 ... )

the Seminarian Fund will be forwarded to other 
seminarians from the Diocese of the South.

We send announcements of Church activities weekly
by email; if you would like to receive these, send an
email to fatherpaul@holyres.net


