
Recently I saw a
mockingbird outside
my window at work
just a few feet away,
hopping about on the
pavement, pecking up
bugs at the base of a

tree. It was a joy to watch him, yet I noticed that his bright
eyes darted about constantly; his body was ready to fly
away the instant any danger was sensed. I thought it sad
that this handsome bird, among the largest in this area,
one that will fearlessly tease a cat by flying about its
head, must always be watching for danger. What a way to
have to live! Yet the bird knows that life is good: the sunshine
is sweet, the bugs are tasty; it’s always good to be alive. Indeed
any creature that is alive
is more marvelous
than anything humans
can make. 

Nevertheless every
creature now lives in
fear for its life. In a few
years the mockingbird
will be dead; in a few
more so will I, and
everyone I know. The
bird knows his vulnerability; we humans try our best to
imagine we are immortal. When humans list their “problems,”
they usually don’t mention the most obvious one that
will make all the others irrelevant: soon we won’t be
alive. The shadow of death darkens the whole earth.
Everything about us is wearing out and fading away,
whether it be our cars, our houses, our knees, or our
memories. Yes, there will be other birds and other people,
as long as God wills, but they won’t be us. People prefer not
to think of this. When they do they may rationalize or
philosophize that death is somehow good. This is not scriptural:

For God made not death: neither hath he pleasure in 
the destruction of the living. For he created all things, that
they might have their being. . . For God created man to be
immortal, and made him to be an image of his own eternity.
Nevertheless through envy of the devil came death into the
world: and they that do hold of his side do find it.
(Wisdom 1:13-14, 2:23-24)

Much of what Christians say at funerals about “heaven”
and “immortality” is not scriptural and may also be a form
of denial. That may the subject of another article; for
now I will say that the comfort offered to Christians 
concerning death in the New Testament is usually the

promise of Resurrection on “That Day,” the Second Coming
of the Lord (e.g. 2 Tim. 1:18, 4:8, 1 Thes. 4:13ff, St. John 6:54).

The reason Easter is no longer the climax of time for
most modern Christians is that the Resurrection is no
longer the center of the Christian faith for them. The
denial of the reality and evil of death and the preaching
of a non-Christian, platonic concept of immortality denigrates
the human body and makes the Resurrection unnecessary.

Many have observed that while Christians may speak
of heaven as “a better place,” few seem to want to go there
any sooner than they have to. This is good; intuitively
they recognize that their life here, in this body, in their
own country and house, among their friends and kin, is the life
that God gave them and the life that they love. More
important, this life here in the body is the life in which

they must struggle
and in Christ overcome
evil; this life is the
one they must make
holy by union with
the Holy Spirit. 

Death is the result,
the “wages” of sin
(Rom. 6:23), but is
also in a sense a cause
of sin. Because our life

is endangered and passing away, our resources are limited,
our time is short, we think we had better look out for 
ourselves, keep others at bay, blame them for our problems
(cf Gen. 3). The following describes many in our culture:

For the ungodly said, reasoning with themselves, but not
aright, Our life is short and tedious, and in the death of a
man there is no remedy: neither was there any man known to
have returned from the grave... Come on therefore, let us enjoy
the good things that are present: and let us speedily use the
creatures like as in youth.

Let us fill ourselves with costly wine and ointments: and let
no flower of the spring pass by us: Let us crown ourselves with
rosebuds, before they be withered...Let none of us go without
his part of our voluptuousness ... Let us oppress the poor righteous
man, let us not spare the widow, nor reverence the ancient gray
hairs of the aged. Let our strength be the law of justice: for that
which is feeble is found to be nothing worth.
(Wisdom 2:1, 6ff) 

In this mindset, death is seen as good: Ungodly men
with their works and words called [death] to them. . . they
thought to have it their friend ... and made a covenant with it
(Wisdom 1:16) Today we have a “culture of death.” It
solves many problems, such as unwanted children and 
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climax of time for most modern Christians
is that the Resurrection is no longer the
center of the Christian faith for them.
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Our Temple was
ready and beautiful when we moved in
on October 14, thanks to many members
and hired workers who made an extra
effort to finish it. We had a beautiful 
procession from the old Church to the
new, with perfect weather and many 
visitors from far and near. Since then, our
member and master woodworker Chris
Haddad has finished the cherry wood
iconostas, which is one of the most 
beautiful anywhere, and two matching
shrines on either side with the icons of
the Resurrection and St. John the
Baptist. We have received three more
festal icons from our iconographer, 
Fr. Andrew Tregubov of Claremont, NH.
These are the Nativity of the Theotokos,
given by Paul and Liz Rohrig in memory
of Paul’s parents, Ignatius Arthur and
Catherine Grace Rohrig; the Annunciation,
given by Norman and Leslie Wood; the
Nativity of the Lord, given by Julie Ray;
and the Baptism of the Lord, given by
Steve and Christina Long in memory of
Steve’s father, Arvin Long. We have a 
new lamp in front of the Royal Doors
given in honor of the fiftieth wedding
anniversary of Charles and Vivian
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Haddad, and a new curtain for the Royal
Doors made by Jo Ann Rials. Jim Younger
has given three beautiful oriental rugs in
memory of his father, James Younger, Sr. 

Archpriest George Gladky Hall,
which houses our offices, bookstore, and
classrooms, has taken much longer to
renovate since we had the foundation
leveled and extensive wiring and plumbing
work done in addition to painting and
flooring or carpet. This building is now very
inviting, with fresh paint, carpet and flooring.

We have a donor for a cupola and
dome to replace the steeple. This will be
done this summer, along with repaving
the parking lot and landscaping. 

old folks who have become a burden. Ironically we
describe it as  a “blessing” when it puts an end to suffering
and what seems to be a hopeless situation. But suffering
is the work of death in the first place; it is an earlier stage
of  the same enemy. Death is at work in us from birth,
hastening us to destruction. No matter what his age or
condition, for a human being, created in the image of God,
to cease to live should always be seen as incomprehensible,
an outrage, an insult and a tragedy. This is well expressed
in the hymns of St. John of Damascus, sung at every
Orthodox funeral: 

I weep and I wail when I think upon death, and behold our
beauty, fashioned after the image of God, lying in the tomb
disfigured, dishonoured, bereft of form. O marvel! What is this
mystery which doth befall us? Why have we been given over
unto corruption, and why have we been wedded unto death?

If we see the reality and evil of death, we can see what
Good News is the Resurrection, that Christ took our
flesh and blood that through death he might destroy him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage. (Heb. 2:14-15)

When the disciples encounter the risen Lord they have
an experience already of the age to come, when God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away. (Rev. 21:4) 

A keynote of the Resurrectional proclamation is victory.
It is not that Christ avoids or escapes death, but engages
it, by obedience and love, stripping it of its power: I am
he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. (Rev. 1:18)

Likewise the promise to us is not that we will escape
death, or that it is only an illusion anyway, but that by
our union with Christ we will share His victory over it, and
our bodies – our whole selves – victorious and transcendent
and glorified, will live again. 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection. (Rom. 6: 3-5)

In the services of Holy Week and Pascha, we have the
same experience as the Apostles. After confessing our
sins and living through our Lord’s trial and crucifixion,
after kneeling at the Lord’s Tomb, after renewing our
Baptism as we see that of new Church members, we will
stand in the darkness before the Church doors and sing:

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by
death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 

We too will have a foretaste and promise of that
Kingdom when “life reigns,” when “not one dead remains
in the tomb.” Come and see!

. . . continued from page one



Our Parish Council has named our new 
Parish Hall ARCHBISHOP DMITRI HALL

and the classroom and office building 
ARCHPRIEST GEORGE GLADKY HALL. 

This is our thirtieth year and Archbishop DMITRI 
has been a real father and pastor to us the entire time, as he 

has been to the sixty or more congregations in the South 
under his care. He has believed in us and has always “been there for us” when we needed him. His teaching has always
kept us anchored in the “one thing needful” –Jesus Christ as fully God and fully man, risen from the dead, the Saviour.

His love for the Bible-believing people of the South and zeal to give them the wholeness of the faith 
in the historic Church has been our program. God grant thee many years!

Father George Gladky was the founder and lifelong pastor of Christ the Saviour Church (now cathedral) in Miami. 
When the Diocese of the South was established in 1978 he became its first Chancellor. His missionary zeal lead him to

found a dozen churches in Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia. Until his repose in 1989
at the age of 57, he extended pastoral care to all of them, and to the young priests who were assigned to them. All of the
churches in whose foundation Fr. George participated remain today as active churches, a testimony to his missionary zeal.
Fr. George was invited by Drs. Frank and Vicki Kulik to come to Jackson in 1977. He served services out of a suitcase in
hotel meeting rooms and at the Kulik home, and the outcome was Holy Resurrection. When we bought our old property
in Clinton in 1980, we were only six households, and Fr. George personally co-signed the note. If the bankers knew how

many churches he signed for they would have cringed, but they never had to call on him. May his memory be eternal.

OUR NEW BUILDINGS 
HAVE NAMES
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NEW MEMBERS - Jimmy Gekides,
Jacob Lipking, Carol Marble, Lee
and Brenda McLeod, and Amy
Young were received as members by
Chrismation on December 17.
Rebecca and Matthew Prewitt and
Tony and Lynn Varner will be
received by Chrismation, and Ray
and Ryan Varner by Baptism on Holy
Saturday, April 8. Brad, Shelly, and
Maddie Kennedy were received as
catechumens on January 7 and Ruby
Kalil on March 11. 

Charles and Vivian Haddad’s fiftieth
wedding anniversary was celebrated 
at a beautiful reception hosted by
their children Melinda, Chris, and Amy,
who repainted our new Parish Hall
for the occasion. The following day
Charles and Vivian were blessed with
crowns in the Temple in celebration of
their anniversary.

THEODORE FELDMAN, a former
member of Holy Resurrection, was 
ordained Deacon December 24 at
Holy Trinity Cathedral in Boston.
Axios! Axios! Axios! (He is worthy!)

FR. MATTHEW JACKSON in
McComb has been diagnosed with a
severe case of rheumatoid arthritis.
With symptomatic medication he is
able to serve, and he is undergoing
chemotherapy to try to bring the
arthritis into remission. Christ the
Saviour Church is accepting donations
to help with the Jacksons’ expenses. You
can send them to Christ the Saviour Church,
P.O. Box 1481, McComb, MS 39649.

On  February 25, we hosted the Sunday
of Orthodoxy Vespers for the local
Orthodox Churches. Participating
Churches were Christ the Saviour,
McComb, Holy Trinity and St. John, 

Jackson, St. George’s, Vicksburg, and
St. Peter’s, Madison. Fr. Matthew Jackson
of McComb was the preacher. We had
a large crowd and good food afterwards.

MATUSHKA SISSY has retired as
manager of our bookstore; Katherine
Clark will be the new manager with
Carol Marble as her associate. The
bookstore has been under seige during
all the construction in Gladky Hall, but
soon will be fully open in renovated space.

PARISH NEWS
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

REGULAR SERVICES: SATURDAY-GREAT VESPERS 5:30 P.M., SUNDAY-MATINS 8:30 A.M. 
DIVINE LITURGY 9:30 A.M. CHURCH SCHOOL 12:00 NOON, WEDNESDAY-VESPERS 6:00 P.M.

Go to www.holyres.net for special services times and information.

LAZARUS SATURDAY, March 31, 9:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy
celebrating the raising of Lazarus (John 11). It lasts about an
hour and 45 minutes. 

PALM SUNDAY, April 1, 9:30 a.m. - Outdoor procession
and Divine Liturgy. After Coffee Hour we return to the Temple
for the first Bridegroom Matins service, so that our out-of-town
members can attend it.

HOLY MONDAY and HOLY TUESDAY, April 2-3, 6 p.m. -
BRIDEGROOM MATINS is so called from the haunting theme
song that begins:

Behold, the Bridegroom comes at midnight
And happy is that servant whom he shall find watching,
But behold, unworthy is that servant whom he shall find heedless... 
(cf Matt. 25:1 ff, Luke 12:35 ff)

Our Lord is the Bridegroom whom His beloved bride, His
people, were not ready to receive. Each Bridegroom service
lasts about an hour. 

HOLY WEDNESDAY EVENING, April 4, 6 p.m. - We bless
olive oil and members are anointed with it for healing. This service
lasts about an hour. 

HOLY THURSDAY, April 5, noon - Liturgy celebrating the
Mystical Supper at which Our Lord washed His disciples’ feet
and instituted the Eucharist. This service lasts about an hour
and 45 minutes. 

HOLY THURSDAY, April 5, 6 p.m. - Matins of Holy Friday.
During it we read twelve Gospel readings of Our Lord’s 
crucifixion, interspersed with some of the most beautiful
hymns of the whole year. This service lasts over two hours.

HOLY FRIDAY, April 6, 9 a.m. - Royal Hours, a simple service
at which we read again the four Gospel accounts of the
Crucifixion with Psalms and Prophecies. Lasts over two hours. 

HOLY FRIDAY, April 6, 2 p.m. - Vespers. The Epitaphios, a
fabric representing the burial shroud of the Lord, is carried in
procession and laid on a special table covered with flowers
representing His Tomb. 

HOLY FRIDAY, April 6, 6 p.m. - Matins of Holy Saturday -
the Epitaphios is carried in procession outdoors. This service
lasts about an hour and a half. 

HOLY SATURDAY, April 7, 9 a.m. - Baptism and Chrismation
(anointing) of new members and Divine Liturgy. We read 15
Old Testament readings and continue with the Divine Liturgy.
This service lasts about three hours.

HOLY SATURDAY, April 7, 11:30 p.m. - This is THE service
of the year for Orthodox. At midnight all lights in the Church
are put out. The priest comes out of the altar with a candle
and everyone comes forward and lights a candle from this light.
We walk outside around the Temple, finally coming back to the
front door. There we hear the greeting 'Christ is Risen!' for
the first time and reply, 'Indeed He is Risen!' We go into the
Temple and sing the joyous Paschal Matins and Liturgy. Then
we go to the Parish Hall and feast together until early morning. 

SUNDAY April 8 - There is NO MORNING SERVICE 
(the midnight service was the Sunday Liturgy).

SUNDAY, April 8, 3 p.m. - A short, joyous Paschal Vespers
and more feasting. This service and feast will be hosted by
Holy Trinity/St. John the Theologian Greek Orthodox Church,
1417 West Capitol Street in downtown Jackson. St. Peter
Orthodox Church, Madison, will join us. Call 601-355-6325 for
more information or directions. 

COMMENTARY ON THE HOLY WEEK SERVICES
The Orthodox Holy Week and Pascha services set before us 

a rich feast of Christian experience that no real seeker of God should miss. 


