
In Romans chapter 10, the Apostle Paul says, For they
being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves
unto the righteousness of God.

We all want to feel righteous, to feel good about ourselves.
Even people who reject most traditional morality usually
feel “righteous” about something they do and condemn
others for doing differently.

Most of us have some concept of what is good and
true and right. If so, we will see some inconsistency
between what we think is righteous and our own behavior.
There are several ways we may try to deal with this.

Obviously we can try to do what we think is right.
But we repeatedly fail at it. As the Apostle says earlier in
this epistle, For the good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do. (Romans 7:19). 

The most popular way to deal with this inconsistency
is to establish our own righteousness, as the Apostle calls it.
We change the definition of “right” so that our conduct
fits it. That is, we “change the rules.” We associate this
phrase with those who reject traditional moral teachings,
but good Orthodox do it all the time. In whatever way we
fail to conform to the Gospel or Church practice, we say
to ourselves, “this is OK for me because of  (whatever we
think justifies it).” This reminds us of the lawyer in St.
Luke’s Gospel who asked, who is my neighbor? (St. Luke
10:3). He knew that the Law says thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself (Leviticus 19:18), but he wished to justify
himself by limiting the meaning of neighbor so that his
conduct would fit the commandment; even sinners love
those that love them (St. Luke 6: 32). We may reason,
“because this person has done this, I don’t have to love him.” 

The Christian way to deal with the disparity between
what we know to be right and our own behavior is this:
simply admit that we are not righteous, indeed most likely
we are not going to be righteous in this world. This can
lead to either despair and indifference or repentance.
(Even despair can be a good thing if it means despair of
being righteous by our own efforts.) But the Christian
way is repentance. Repentance means a change
(metanoia). Yes, we must try to change our minds, our
hearts, our conduct. But even if we don’t succeed in this,
even if we fail again and again, we can be honest about it.

That’s what repentance really is. That’s what Confession
is about. It is to be honest and say: “Yes, there really is
such a thing as goodness and truth and righteousness
and beauty. It is what it is; it’s not up to me to change the
definition of it. And my conduct does not conform to it.”
Repentance is simply the truth about human life. It opens
the door to mercy and forgiveness and even grace to change.

This is what the world calls “hypocrisy.” Whenever
anyone speaks of what is good and true, the world wants
to point out whatever way he inevitably falls short of it
and call him a “hypocrite.” The world thinks it is better
to have no ideals than have them and fail. But the real
meaning of hypocrisy is pretending; the repentant person
makes no claim to be righteous.

By the way, wanting to be righteous, that is, to obey
God, is a good thing; wanting to feel righteous is not a good
thing. Wanting other people to approve of us is one of
the worst traps we can get in to. For this reason some of
the holy monks who are recognized as saints actually lied
and claimed to have committed sins they had not in fact
committed. If they noticed that their brothers had a high
opinion of them and considered them holy, they would say,
“Pray for me; when I was in the city I fell into fornication,”
when in fact they had not done so. They so feared the
pride and vanity that might result from being praised by
others that they would say anything to avoid it.

As for wanting to establish our own righteousness, in
fact there no such thing as our “own righteousness.” The
phrase St. Paul uses is idian dikaiosunen. The word idian
(one’s own) has the same root from which we get the word
“idiot” – it’s idiotic to think we can have a righteousness
of our own. God is our righteousness. He goes on to say,
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth. The “end” (telos) means the Jewish Law is
over with; it has been fulfilled in Christ, but telos also means
“purpose” – the whole purpose of the Law was to reveal
Christ, who is Himself the real law, the real righteousness,
the real truth – Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (1 Cor. 1:30).
The way to be righteous is to be united to Christ and
share His righteousness. We can never be prideful about
this righteousness, because it is His and not ours. This is
the righteousness we are told to seek: Seek ye first the
Kingdom of God, and His Righteousness (not ours) (Matt. 6:33).
– Fr. Paul Yerger – based on sermon preached at Holy Resurrection
on July 16, 2006.  Note: You can hear our Sunday sermons on our
web site – www.holyres.net/sermons

Go to www.holyres.net to hear recent sermons from our services and for church news and events updates.
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Some of these are not the most important things about
the Orthodox Church, but I am asked them frequently.

HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH DIFFER FROM THE
GREEK ORTHODOX? We are the same Church.
Orthodox people came to America from different countries
and are not yet administratively united, but we are in
communion with each other and have the same doctrine
and worship. In the Jackson area we have a very close
relationship with the other Orthodox Churches.

HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH DIFFER FROM THE
_____ CHURCH? In general these are hard questions to
answer briefly. Many issues that divide the churches
were fought over for centuries, resulting in oversimplified
polemical answers to complex questions. The Roman
Catholic Church and the Orthodox formally separated
in 1054, and most other churches split from the Roman
Catholic Church 450 or more years later. So the Orthodox
were never involved in most of the issues of the
Protestant Reformation and later, and generally have a
different approach from either position. The Orthodox
Church can be best understood on its own terms rather
than trying to fit it into Western terms. In general, many
Orthodox feel that the Catholic and Protestant churches
of the West are much more like each other than either is
like the Orthodox Church. But since many people ask
these questions, I will try to give short answers. 

Orthodox reject many things that Roman Catholics
and most Protestants have in common, such as the teaching
that human beings are by nature sinful, and that the sacrifice
of Christ on the Cross is to be understood in a legal
sense as a payment of a debt to satisfy divine justice.
Orthodox understand salvation as a relationship with
God rather than a legal status. We emphasize the Trinity,
the real divinity and humanity of Christ, the Cross, the
Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, and human freedom. 

HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH DIFFER FROM THE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH? The Roman Church
was in communion with the Orthodox Churches for a
thousand years, so we probably have more in common
with Roman Catholics than any other Christians.
Nevertheless there are many important differences. We
teach that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father
alone, not from the Father and the Son, which results in
a different understanding of the Trinity, and we do not
accept Papal supremacy or infallibility. In general,
Orthodox are less interested in authority and definitions
and more interested in worship and experience of God
than Western Christians, whether Catholic or
Protestant. We are generally less involved in relating to
American secular culture and politics. 

HOW DOES THE ORTHODOX CHURCH DIFFER
FROM MOST PROTESTANT CHURCHES? Orthodox
interpret  the Bible in the context of the whole tradition

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ABOUT ORTHODOXY
of the Church, not by individual inspiration or “scientific”
study. We seek to know God more through prayer and
worship than through study or reasoning.  Our worship
follows patterns evolved from the Temple and the
Synagogue and has changed very little over many centuries.
Our children are baptized, receive Holy Communion,
and worship with us from infancy; they are not sent to
other activities during worship.

DO ORTHODOX “BELIEVE IN”.... the Trinity, the
Divinity of Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Birth, the
Bodily Resurrection, the Bible, miracles, healing, saints,
relics, the Virgin Mary, angels, demons, heaven, hell, the
Second Coming, the Last Judgement, sin, baptism by
immersion, infant baptism and communion, confession,
fasting, monasticism, chastity, prayer for the dead, the
Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion, anointing
of the sick...? YES!

DO ORTHODOX “BELIEVE IN”.... Total Depravity,
Predestination, Justification by Faith Alone, sola scriptura,
Inerrancy, Infallibility, indulgences, the Immaculate
Conception, “once saved always saved,” the Rapture, the
Millennium, current events as fulfillments of prophesy,
abortion, justification of homosexual acts, “demythologizing,”
“spirituality of the earth,” the Branch Theory, the
Invisible Church, “personal theology,” women priests,
nurseries during church services, writing new liturgies,
prosperity as a sign of virtue, “we all worship the same
God,” obligations, dispensations, Dispensationalism,
“open Communion” .....?  NO.

WHO IS THE THEOTOKOS? Theotokos (Mother of God)
is a title for the Virgin Mary. Orthodox love and honor
(but do not worship) her because of our union with her
Son. The attention given her in the Church also expresses
our faith that Jesus Christ is truly human, born of a
woman as we are, yet has always been God, so His
human mother is called the Mother of God. In many
hymns she personifies the Church as the beloved Bride
of God (Rev. 21:2); her exaltation as “more glorious than
the Seraphim” is a sign of the exaltation awaiting all who
“hear the Word of God and keep it” as she did. 

WHAT ARE ICONS? Icons are pictures of Christ and
the saints. They must be painted according to a strict tradition
because they are an important way the Faith is handed
down and taught. Icons and crosses are venerated – but
not worshipped – because we believe that in Christ God
took a physical body, became part of our physical world
so we could know Him. Other human beings who unite
themselves with Christ become holy and the image of
God becomes visible in them, so we honor their icons as well.

WHY INCENSE? Incense, vestments, and lamps are
part of the imagery of heavenly worship in the Book of
Revelation. In our worship we participate while still in
this world in the worship of the angels and saints in

. . . continued on page 3



THIS IS OUR THIRTIETH YEAR
We will mark the occasion with several
events this fall: 

Archbishop DMITRI will be with
us September 21-22 to consecrate
our new temple and altar table and
preside at a celebration banquet. 

Fr. David Rucker, Associate Director
of the Orthodox Christian Mission
Center, will speak here October 2-4. 

THE “PLATYTERA” ICON OF THE
THEOTOKOS was received from 
Fr. Andrew Tregubov and is mounted
on the back wall above the altar table.
This representation of Our Lord’s

Mother shows her with her arms upraised
in prayer and the Lord in a circle in
the center of her body, He is in her
womb, but depicted not as a fetus
but reigning as King. She is also the
personification of us, the Church, the
Bride in whom the Word is pleased to
dwell. The name Platytera (more spacious)
is the first word in Greek of the hymn,
“Thy womb He made more spacious
than the heavens, for it contained
Him Whom the heavens cannot contain.”
This icon is also called “The Sign,”
from Isaiah 7:14: Therefore the Lord
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.

RENOVATION OF THE NEW
PROPERTY is almost finished. The
main projects remaining are installation
of a dome on the Temple in place of the
steeple, and resurfacing of the parking
lot. These will take place this summer.

AMANDA ELDRIDGE announces
her engagement to be married to Micah
Helmintoller. They plan to be married
here August 26. Congratulations, Micah!

MARY WOOD will be married to
NATHANIEL PETER (BART)
COPOLLA July 22 in Cazenovia, NY.

NEW MEMBERS Ray and Ryan
Varner were baptized and chrismated,
and their parents, Tony and Lynn Varner,
and Rebecca Prewitt and her son
Matthew, were received by chrismation
on Holy Saturday. Their sponsors are
John and David Dietrich, Tim
Leonard, Susan Ainsworth, Cathy
Lawson, and Johnny Cano, respectively.
It gives us great joy to welcome them
as members.

WE ARE BLESSED with a dozen or
more very active college and young
adult members. These meet monthly
with Fr. Paul for dinner and discussion.

PARISH NEWS
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heaven. Many people buy candles and place them in the
church as an offering of light to the Lord, who told us to
let our light shine. 

WHY DO YOU READ PRAYERS OUT OF A BOOK?
Standard prayers and hymns are used rather than extemporaneous
or modern ones because they contain the accumulated
insights of many centuries of Christians, and most of
them are packed with Biblical quotations. They are repetitious
because that way they become rooted in our minds. They
are chanted or sung rather than spoken so we are less
conscious of the personality of the individual reader. 

CAN ORTHODOX PRIESTS MARRY? No, but a married
man may be ordained deacon or priest if it is the first
marriage for both him and his wife. If his wife dies he
may not remarry and remain a clergyman. Bishops must
be chosen from among the unmarried men or widowers.

WHY DOES YOUR CROSS HAVE THREE BARS? The
top bar represents the sign (“Jesus of Nazareth, King of
the Jews”). The bottom bar is a footpiece to which our

. . . continued from page 2

Lord’s feet were nailed. There are many explanations
why it is slanted; the most popular is that it reminds us
of the two thieves crucified with the Lord, one of whom
mocked the Lord, while the other confessed Him and
was raised up to Paradise (Luke 23:39 ff).

DO ORTHODOX USE THE SAME BIBLE AS
PROTESTANTS? The New Testament is the same; for
the Old Testament we accept some 14 additional books
or parts of books that are not in most Protestant Bibles.

HOW CAN I JOIN THIS CHURCH? We don’t hurry
anyone to join; many people “visit” for years. But after
visiting a while, if you wish to be a member, speak to the
priest. Those wishing to be members are received as catechumens
(learners), and usually spend at least a year attending the
services and learning the Faith. Then if they have not
already received Christian baptism they are baptized,
and in any case are chrismated (anointed with oil as the
“seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit”) and given Holy
Communion, which makes them full members. 

– Fr. Paul Yerger
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Holy Resurrection
Orthodox Church

414 East College Street
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

REGULAR SERVICES: SATURDAY-GREAT VESPERS 5:30 P.M., 
SUNDAY-MATINS 8:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 9:30 A.M.

CHURCH SCHOOL 12:00 NOON, WEDNESDAY-VESPERS 6:00 P.M.

Directions:
From I-20 take exit 36, marked “Springridge Road” 

(About ten miles west of downtown Jackson.) Turn north
on Springridge Road (it becomes Clinton Parkway.) 

Cross Highway 80 and go a half mile to College Street.
Turn right (east) on College Street and go 0.3 miles 

to the Church on your right.

Go to www.holyres.net for 
special services times and information.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CHURCH . . . 
... that teaches the whole historic Christian tradition, entire and undistorted? 

... that has the most beautiful worship in Christendom? 
... that never compromises the commands of Jesus Christ, but always has mercy for those who fall and struggle? 

One of our members says he was looking for the Orthodox Church all his life but did not know what it was called.
Today more and more Americans are finding in the original Christian Church the wholeness, sanity, and joy in the
Body of Christ they had long been seeking. 

Come and see! - Seekers Classes 
Three Wednesdays: June 13, 20, 27 

Vespers Service 6 p.m. 
Class 7 p.m. - taught by Father Paul Yerger

June 13  The Christian Faith as experienced in the Orthodox Temple, Icons, and Worship
June 20  Who is God? Who is Christ? Who are we? Why the Church?
June 27  What shall we do to be saved? 

If You’re Just Curious . . . No one will pester you to join or come to your house (unless you ask us to). Many people
visit our Church for years without joining. The three Seekers Classes will be followed by more detailed classes on
Orthodox teaching and life each Wednesday throughout the year. These are open to all. Those who do wish to join
may be received as Catechumens (learners) and after about a year of preparation may become members. 

For more information call 601 924-2441 or see www.holyres.net
414 E. College Street, Clinton, MS 39056

Opening June 16
Saturdays 1:00 p.m until 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.

Orthodox Christian Books, CDs,
Icons, Crosses & Much More.

Come and See!

BOOKSTORE


