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The Jesus Whom 
Paul Preacheth

In the Acts of the Apostles we read an amusing incident.
When St. Paul was at Ephesus, certain of the vagabond
Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had
evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you
by Jesus whom Paul preacheth... And the evil spirit answered
and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? And
the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame
them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that
house naked and wounded (Acts 19:13-16). 

These “name droppers” were impostors, since they knew
neither Paul nor Jesus. But they were right to identify the
Lord as Jesus whom Paul preacheth. The Jesus we believe in
is the one whom Paul, and Peter, and Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, and all the apostles and the saints proclaim.

Many people today want Jesus without Paul, that is,
without a relationship to the apostles and the Church. It
fits our spirit of independence – I don’t need the saints,
nor a bishop, a church, or a liturgy – just the Bible, which
I can interpret for myself.  (It means whatever I want it
to mean.) Or some drop the Bible, too, thinking to find
the “real Jesus” in some speculation from archaeology or
some obscure ancient writings. 

The truth is, the world took little notice of Jesus during
and immediately after His earthly life. Almost no non-Christian
writings of His time mention Him. So virtually everything
we know about Him was preserved by those who believed
in Him, that is, the Church. So if someone wants to believe
in Jesus, necessarily he must trust to some degree the
apostles who preached Him, those to whom He said, the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you
(St. John 14:26). He must trust as well Sts. Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John, who wrote the Gospels, and those
Christians, guided by the Holy Spirit, who edited these
books, and who came to a consensus that these alone
were the definitive and trustworthy accounts, and who
discerned the truth among conflicting opinions about
who the scriptures say Jesus is. Otherwise he may believe
in an imaginary Jesus he chooses to fit his own preconceptions.

We hear this often: “My Lord doesn’t care if I do this; my
Lord wants me to have this.” Is my Lord the same “Jesus
whom Paul preacheth”? Or will the demons say: Who are you?

The temptation is to conform Our Lord to a preconceived
opinion, doctrine, system, or ideology. He is not a doctrine;
He is a person, the divine-human Person of the Word of
God become flesh. He did not leave us a system or a
book, but people – people humanly very inadequate. He
says to Simon: thou art Peter (rock), and upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it (Mt 16:18). He does not say He will build His Church
on a doctrine, but on a man, whom He calls a rock. A
strange rock – this is a man who a few moments later
reveals his misunderstanding of the Lord’s whole mission
- Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But
[Jesus] turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me,
Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the
things that be of God, but those that be of men.

Our Lord also chose St. Paul, and says he is a chosen vessel
unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israel (Acts 9:15) – This is said of a man
who says of himself: beyond measure I persecuted the church
of God, and wasted it (Gal. 1:13) and the good that I would
I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do (Rom. 7:19).

The Lord founds his Church – the life He gives us to
live – not on a system or a law, but on men – Peter and
Paul, and the other apostles and the rest of the church to
this day – men who all individually were weak and imperfect,
but whom the Holy Spirit would guide into all truth (John
16:13). These mens’ lives, not just their teachings, are the
revelation of Jesus. Think of St. Peter’s denial and repentance,
of his last conversation with the Lord: Lovest thou me? And
he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou
knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my
sheep (St. John 21:17). Think of St. Paul’s experience of
glory and also weakness: How that he was caught up into
paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful
for a man to utter... lest I should be exalted above measure
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to
me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me,
lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought
the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto
me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

REGULAR SERVICES: 
SATURDAY - GREAT VESPERS 5:30 P.M., 

SUNDAY - MATINS 8:30 A.M., DIVINE LITURGY 9:30 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL 12:00 NOON, 
WEDNESDAY - VESPERS 6:00 P.M.

Directions: From I-20 take exit 36, marked “Springridge Road”
(About ten miles west of downtown Jackson.) Turn north on

Springridge Road (it becomes Clinton Parkway). Cross Hwy 80
and go a half mile to College Street. Turn right (east) on College

Street and go 0.3 miles to the Church on your right.

Go to www.holyres.net for 
special services times and more information.

Come and See! Orthodox Christian Books, 
CDs, Icons, Crosses and More.

Open after Services
Catherine Clark, Manager

THE
HOLY RESURRECTION

BOOKSTORE

“Who is Christ?” is the most crucial question ever posed. Because Jesus is the most fascinating person 
who ever lived, many people want to claim Him by inventing new christs that fit their own opinions. 

These talks will present the historic teaching of Christians based on the Bible, the Creed, and the 
Councils and fathers of the Church. 

For more information call 601 924-2441 or see www.holyres.net.

...that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his name. – St. John 20:13

Who is Christ?
THREE TALKS BY FATHER PAUL YERGER

September 10 - The Messiah of Israel

September 17 - The Son of the living God

September 24 – The One risen from the dead

The talks will begin at 7 p.m. Wednesday evenings, 
following Vespers at 6 p.m.

But whom say ye that I am? (St. Matthew 16:15)



My curiosity about the Orthodox
Church and why this “being
Orthodox” was so important to
my friend led me to the internet
to learn everything that I could
about Orthodoxy. This curiosity
also led me to ask my friend many questions about God
and the Church. For several months this process continued.

I stumbled across the life of St. Gregory Palamas on the
internet and began to read all that I could find about him.
It was while reading the writings of St. Gregory that
I knew that I would become Orthodox. At this point I visited
the Orthodox Church for the first time.

After a visit to the Church, I told my friend that I had
decided to convert. He told me that I needed to talk with
a priest. I visited Holy Resurrection Church on St. Gregory
Palamas’ day. This was unintentional on my part, but
seemed quite wonderful to me.  Within a month or so I
became a catechumen, with Saint Nina of Georgia my
patron and this young man from the Republic of Georgia
one of my sponsors

The Orthodox Church was the answer to my deep need
to know God in a fuller way. Being Orthodox is a process
which encompasses all of my life. I am trying to learn
what it means “to live in the rhythm of the recurring seasons
and holy days, which enables us to transcend time in
God's eternal memory” – a quote from something Father
Paul wrote.  I am trying to learn what it truly means to
love God and love my neighbor. My life as an Orthodox
person is richer and fuller than it was before I became
Orthodox. It is also more challenging. But before I became
Orthodox my life was challenging without the richness
and fullness. 

I have a deep appreciation for my Protestant past. My
love of reading the Psalms and memorizing Bible verses
developed during those early years as a Baptist. Going to
church on Sundays became part of the fabric of my life as
a Protestant. But I had come to a point in my life where
I needed to understand more about how to “know” God
in a deeper and fuller way, not to just believe in God, but
to know God and have communion with God in ways
that went far beyond my understanding. I am finding
answers to my questions and to a multitude of other
questions as an Orthodox person. 

It is such a joy for me to be Orthodox.

Carol Marble is CEO/Owner of 
Mississippi Delta Blues, Inc., Indianola, Mississippi.
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I managed David Lee Durham, who died in January
2008. He was recognized as one of the last of the true
bluesmen of the Mississippi Delta and was considered a
Mississippi treasure. I currently manage Bill “Howl-N-
Madd” Perry and Mickey Rogers, both professional blues
musicians, each with a 40-year career in the music industry.
They have played with everyone from Jimmi Hendrix to
Howling Wolf. Bill presently has two #1 CDs out on the
market. He also has an acting role with Cuba Gooding,
Jr. in a movie, The Way of War, to be released soon.
Mickey Rogers opens for B.B. King and plays festivals
and clubs all around the country. I have traveled with my
bands to Switzerland, Italy, California, and Chicago,
“herding” musicians and seeing that the details in their
contracts are met.  

As a manager I direct the career of a musician, handling
all the business aspects of his career. As a booking agent
I get him the gig, negotiate the job and compensation
and sign contracts. As a promoter I try to meet and greet
everyone, and be wherever a music event is taking place.
I have produced CDs, built web sites, developed press
kits, fired band members and handled the press. I have
been called upon to introduce the band from the stage.
I deal with the fans and I am the first line of defense for
the musician. I say the big “No” for the musician when a
“No” needs to be said. 

I became involved in the music industry by accident.
I started out as a person who simply wanted to right a
wrong and help bring a little justice into the life of the
Mississippi Delta blues musician. I came to love the
musicians and developed a deep and rewarding relationship
with many of them. David Lee Durham became my best
friend and my mentor. What he knew most about was life,
people, friendship and the blues – the real blues lived out
in life. 

Becoming Orthodox was for me an unexpected answer
to a prayer, brought about in a most unconventional kind
of way. I live far from an Orthodox church and knew
nothing about Orthodoxy not so long ago. 

I had come to a point in my life where I needed to
understand more about how to know God in a deeper
and fuller way. A day or two after I reached this point a
young man came to visit with me. He came to talk with
me about the music business, but eventually we started to
talk about spiritual things. I asked this young man to move
into my house and dog-sit for me when I traveled out of
the country. He was waiting for his family to arrive from
the Republic of Georgia. The day he was moving into the
house he asked me to come to his room and show him
“which way is East.” He showed me his Icons and told me
about how he needed to set up a prayer corner. He told me
that he was a member of the Orthodox Church of Georgia.
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Our Members Speak: Carol Marble

perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:4-9). As we sing at the
Vespers of Sts. Peter and Paul, They are the living tablets of
the New Testament written by the hand of God.

So we really don’t know Jesus apart from His people.
We aren’t given a doctrine, a system; we’re given people
in whose lives we can experience Christ – the same Christ
handed on from generation to generation but fresh and
new in the lives of each of us.

So the Jesus we believe in is the one whom Paul
preacheth – and Peter, and Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, and all the Apostles, and Ignatius of Antioch, and
Ireneus, and Athanasius, and Basil, and Gregory the 

Theologian and John Chrysostom and Cyril of Alexandria
and Leo of Rome, and Maximus the Confessor and John
of Damascus, and Symeon the New Theologian, and
Gregory Palamas, and Mark of Ephesus and Herman of
Alaska, and Bishops Innocent, Tikhon, and Raphael, and
Archbishop DMITRI and Father George Gladky, who
founded this Church.

We didn’t make this up! 

Adapted from a sermon preached by Fr. Paul Yerger
on the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, June 29, 2008

DEPARTED: MARLENE MACKIE fell asleep in the Lord
January 10. She was one who was always at Church, worshipping,
preparing food, cleaning the floor, or whatever needed to be
done. At the consecration of our church in September,
Archbishop DMITRI presented her with a scroll of appreciation
with these words: “For Marlene Mackie, Grandmother of the
Church, in gratitude for her many years of loving and faithful
service. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of
love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered
to the saints, and do minister (Hebrews 6:10)” JOSEPH (BASSAM)
KHALAF fell asleep in the Lord suddenly on April 17. He was
one whose greatest pleasure was helping people with any need,
at any time. An icon of St. Mary of Egypt was recently blessed in
memory of Marlene, and an icon of St. Joseph of Arimathea in
memory of Bassam. May their memory be eternal.

NEW MEMBERS: On December 23 Brad, Shelley, and Maddy
Kennedy were chrismated. On Holy Saturday Tim Pittman was
chrismated, and his daughters Stacy and Catlin were baptized,
with Keira Rials, daughter of Ben Rials and granddaughter of 
Jo Ann Rials. Ruby Kalil and Sophia and Deanna Maria
Wilbourn, daughters of Victoria Wilbourn, were chrismated.
Victoria Wilbourn and Yuliya Paukku were received from
Ukraine,  and Jack and Denise Stein from St. Andrew’s Church,
East Lansing, Michigan. 

GOOD-BYES: James, Ksenija and Nikolaj Stephens have
moved to his home, Lawrence County, Mississippi, where he is
opening a medical practice. They will be attending Christ the
Saviour Church in McComb. Lee and Brenda McLeod have
moved to Winchester, Virginia, where they attend the Dormition
of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church. Jimmy (Christos) Gekides
has gone to try his calling to monastic life at the Monastery of the
All-Merciful Saviour, Vashon Island, Washington. Nicholas Diacou
is going home to New York City and will be attending Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral. May the Lord protect them.

GRADUATES: We had five high school graduates this year:
David Dietrich and Ray Varner will be attending Hinds
Community College, Heidi Robinson, Mississippi State
University, Christine Rustom, Delta State University, and Jimmy
Gekides has gone to the Monastery of the All-Merciful Saviour,
Vashon Island, Washington. May the Lord direct their steps.
Oksana Mahecha received her Ph.D. degree in educational
administration at Jackson State University in August.

SPEAKERS: We had Fr. David Rucker, Associate Director of
the Orthodox Christian Mission Center in St. Augustine,
Florida,  to speak here in November. Mother Magdalena of Holy
Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania, spoke
here in February. Sister Natalia and Sister Olga, Sisters of Mercy
from the Monastery of St. Elizabeth in Minsk, Belarus, spoke
here in July and told about their work of mercy there.

SPECIAL GUEST: Fr. Daniel Kovalak of Holy Cross Church,
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, came here several times in 1977 as a
young deacon assisting Fr. George Gladky in the founding of this
Church. We were honored to have Fr. Dan here in April to serve and
preach and receive our thanks for the part he had in our founding.

MARRIAGES: Maddy Kennedy and John Dietrich were married
in the Church on December 30. They are students at the
University of Southern Mississippi. God grant them many years!

BIRTH: Brad and Shelley Kennedy are the parents of a baby boy,
Nathan Alexander, born July 24. Thanks be to God!

FR. PAUL is retired from his secular job as of June 1, so is now
a full-time pastor. 

CAMPERS: We sent ten young people, Victor, Nicholas, and
Julia Freels, Anastasia Lawson, Heidi and Andy Robinson,
Christine and Elizabeth Rustom, and Ray and Ryan Varner to
Orthodox summer camp at Antiochian Village in Pennsylvania
this summer. This is a good experience of learning more about
Orthodoxy and meeting Orthodox young people from all over
the country.

PARISH NEWS


