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For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given

– Isaiah says this with special joy about the birth of the
Messiah, but in the Scriptures and the Church every child’s
birth is a unique and precious gift and joy. Our Lord says: A
woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is
come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth
no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.
(St. John 16:21). The Psalmist says: Lo, children are an heritage
of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows
are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them (Psalm 127).
The Orthodox Marriage Service includes prayer after prayer
like this: Give them offspring in number like unto full ears of
grain . . . Let them see their children’s children, like olive shoots
around their table.

This is the universal opinion of Christians of earlier times.
But it is no longer the opinion of our neighbors. More and
more people in America and Western Europe choose to
bear no children, or not even to get married, and the birth
rate of non-immigrant Americans is at a
record low. Were it not for immigrants,
our population would soon be declining,
as it is in Western Europe. If present
trends continue, much of Western Europe
and Russia will be majority Muslim in a
generation or two. 

Our low birth rate affects our society and
economy in many practical ways. Who will
take care of our unprecedented proportion
of old people? Monetary assets will be no
use if there are not enough younger people
to be caregivers. Social Security would
have worked as planned if Americans had
continued to bear children at the rate
they did in Franklin Roosevelt’s day.
Shortsighted corporations today contribute
to Planned Parenthood; who do they think
will be their customers and employees in the next generation?
And who will defend our country as we are more and more
outnumbered? 

The burden (as it is now perceived) of caring for aged
parents (and uncles and aunts) falls on one or two siblings

rather than a large extended family. More older people are
in institutions now who might have been able to stay home
if there were more family members to care for them. In Holland
and elsewhere “assisted suicide” is seen as the solution to this.

Less noticeable but very important are the social changes
that are both effects and causes of population decline. More
people are divorced or never marry, so there is a larger
proportion of “single” people. Many of these are altruistic
and find their “family” is helping others, but many understandably
have less incentive to work and produce, to take risks and
found productive enterprises, and many live mainly for
pleasure and entertainment. This is alluring to younger people,
who are less likely to look forward to marriage and childbearing.

I am an only child, and I know that growing up that way
is a different experience from growing up with several brothers
and sisters, and has an effect on how one relates to other
people. I find that people who grew up in large families are
generally better able to handle human interaction, conflict
and competition than I am. We now have more people than
ever growing up with one or no siblings (not to mention
missing parents). Surely this will affect our society. 

One of the reasons Americans began to have fewer children
is that children came to be perceived as an expense. For

most of human history, children were
assets. Young children could tend sheep
or cattle and do many jobs on a farm, or
in a workshop or small business. At home
they could help cook and clean and, most
important, tend their younger siblings.
Their parents did not need to entertain
them or give them “quality time”; they
related by working alongside each other.
Most of the jobs urban people do today do
not lend themselves to children’s participation;
we’ve even made it illegal for them to
work! It’s less clear why we no longer
expect them to do any work at home.
During childhood and our ever-longer
invented period called “adolescence,” parents
add to their own labor by multiplying outside
activities for their children, but require

almost no work from them. Not only does this burden the
parents, but it deprives the children of opportunities to learn
skills and responsibility, and feel that they are making a contribution.
The children deprived of responsibilities are often behavior
problems, adding to the perception that they are a burden. 

A low birth rate may reflect people’s attitude towards the
world and their own life and culture. We hear some people
say they “would not want to bring a child into such a bad
world.” Christians, however, should be people of hope and



joy, confident that every human life is of immeasurable
value, and believing that their children, reared as Christians,
can be assets, indeed lights, in the world. 

In particular, I am not ashamed to assert the unique value
of Christian civilization, meaning the civilization that
providentially developed from the marriage of  ancient
Greece and Rome with Judaism, the civilization into which
Our Lord chose to be born and which His Church to a
degree baptized and transformed. Despite its many faults
and failures, the culture of the Christian Roman world,
of which we are the heirs, encouraged the potential and 
recognized the unique worth of every human being – man,
woman or child – more than any before or since. Even the
present shadow of Christian culture is freer and more
humane than any other. Those who would criticize this culture
do so with reference to ideals and values that came from it.
For what remains of this culture to be lost here, as it was 
in Constantinople, Turkey, North Africa, and elsewhere
would be a great sorrow. For it to be lost not because of
more powerful invaders but simply because its members no
longer had the will to reproduce, would be a tragedy. 

American parents who have more than one or two children
increasingly face social scorn. It is true that over-population
has been a problem in parts of the world, but it has never
been in the United States, and recently population growth
has begun to slow down in China and India, as it normally
does with commercial and industrial development. Some
Americans have adopted a romantic primitivist attitude that
the world would be better without humans, and that animals
and humans are of equal worth. We may see on the same car
stickers reading “Save the Whales” and “Keep Abortion Legal.”

The world also plants the idea that it is somehow “irresponsible”
to have children if parents cannot give them the correct educational
and other opportunities. Education is important, but human
beings are infinitely more than what they know or what they
can do. We see every day people who had every educational
opportunity but have done little with it, and others who
have little education who are leading happy and productive
lives. (Ask one of the latter whether he’d rather not have 

been born.) Let us trust that
God, who provides for the
birds of the air, will provide
whatever is truly needed for
the well-being of our children.

None of this is intended to
blame or pressure the current
generation of parents. These
trends have been going on
for generations, and it is very
hard for a couple to swim
against the current. Now
everything is structured for
small families, and parents who have more than one or two
children may face social disapproval and economic hardship.
Our economic “norm” assumes both parents are working full
time. In many places free public schools are not an option.
Medical insurance may be unaffordable. The extended family,
which in the past would help rear a child, may be distant or
nonexistent (our parents’ generation had small families, too).

If we believe children are an heritage of the LORD: and the
fruit of the womb is his reward, all of us should do what we can
to support and encourage parents, and to change the social
and economic environment that makes child-rearing difficult.
Many European countries offer various subsidies to families
with children; the U.S. income tax credit is an inadequate
step in that direction. These are not “welfare,” but simply a
recognition that those who are rearing children are performing
a service for society. Some of us may be able to offer practical
help to parents in our churches or neighborhood. All of us
can pray for them and let them know we value what they are
doing. They are the ones who are “saving the planet.”

At the Nativity of the Lord we rejoice that the eternal Son
and Word of God became a little child for our sake. From
His birth, the powers of this world were hostile to Him and
His parents had to flee. In this He identifies with and takes
to Himself all children, who are precious and holy to Him.
Let us rejoice in them as we rejoice in Him.
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NEW MEMBERS: Andrew and Renée
Caldecott were received as catechumens
August 10. Andrew is the son of longtime
member Marlene Mackie, who feel asleep
in the Lord January 10. We welcome transfers
Jack and Denise Stein, Buddy Cooper,
Armand and Sati Kirakosyan with their
son Michael, and Lubinka Kosovski. Armand
and Sati are the parents of a baby boy,
David, born October 30. Peter Luckett
was chrismated September 21. 
NEWS OF MEMBERS: Niko Diacou has
finished his work with AmeriCorps here
and has returned to his home in New York.
His presence has been a joy to us the past two
years and we pray for all good things for
him. David Dietrich attended a week of
classes at the Antiochian Village in Pennsylvania

in August as part of the St. Stephen’s
Orthodox Diploma Program. Boatswain’s
Mate First Class Adam Lewis, United States
Coast Guard,  came home in September
on  a two-week furlough from Bahrain in the
Persian Gulf. Subdeacon John (Norman)
Wood was one of five choir directors named
to a newly-created Liturgical Music Committee
of our Diocese. Matthew Prewitt was
inducted into Who’s Who Among Students
In American Community and Junior
Colleges at Hinds Community College.
Morgan Lewis had glass art works on display
at Pearl River Glass Studio’s Annual
Gallery Show November 20-22.
OUTREACH: The Divine Liturgy was
served for the first time in Hattiesburg
October 25 in the University of Southern
Mississippi chapel by Fr. Matthew Jackson
and Fr. Paul. Vespers is served there every 
Thursday evening. For more information
call Fr. Matthew at 601 341-8018.

DEPARTED: Amy Young fell asleep in the
Lord unexpectedly September 8. Her funeral
was served September 13 in the Church
with burial in the Clinton Cemetery. Amy
loved the Lord and loved this Church, and
brought many people here, some of whom
have become members. May her memory
be eternal.
OF INTEREST: A beautiful pictorial history
book of Holy Resurrection was produced
by Melinda Haddad, signed by members
and presented to Archbishop DMITRI on
his 85th birthday November 2. A copy was
placed in our Library and personal copies
may be ordered if desired. 
COUNCIL: Fr. Paul and Matushka and
John and Maddy Dietrich attended the 
All-American Council of the Orthodox
Church in America in Pittsburgh
November 10-13. The highlight was 
the election of our new Bishop Jonah
as Metropolitan.
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In this issue we celebrate the contributions 

and fascinating lives of one of our founding families, 

Charles & Vivian Haddad
Charles and Vivian Haddad were two of the founders of Holy Resurrection in 1977. They are now the 
“grandparents” of the Church; their silver hair and dapper dress lend dignity; their cheerful and warm 
smiles welcome everyone. 

Charles’ father, Charles, came from Homs, Syria, and his mother, Mary Ross, from Carroll County, 
Mississippi. They met in Memphis, where Charles’ father was working as a traveling salesman, and 
settled in Brooklyn, where Mary learned from her mother-in-law to speak fluent Arabic. Charles grew 
up in Brooklyn and as a child attended St. Nicholas Orthodox Cathedral there.

Vivian grew up on a farm in Yazoo County, Mississippi, and after high school she lived with her 
aunt in Greenwood. Vivian’s aunt and Charles’ sister Yvonne worked together in a dress shop there 
and Vivian and Yvonne became friends. When his sister moved back to New York, Vivian came for a 
visit and Charles picked her up at the airport. It was love at first sight. After she returned home they 
continued contact by phone. Vivian was chosen to represent her employer’s firm in the annual 
Cotton Carnival and Ball in Memphis, and she asked Charles to be her escort. On this trip he brought 
her a little ring shaped like a heart with a pearl in it. The next visit he brought a “real ring” and asked 
her to marry him. They were married in Brooklyn and attended St. Mary’s Orthodox Church. Their 
children Melinda, Chris, and Amy were all born in Brooklyn.

Charles worked for United Airlines, then in IBM’s corporate administration, where he made travel 
arrangements for Tom Watson, IBM’s board chairman, and other high executives. At IBM he was 
put in charge of special projects, such as the IBM exhibition at the 1964-65 New York World’s Fair. 

In 1971 Charles requested a transfer to IBM’s branch in Jackson – a downward career move – because 
he and Vivian wanted to buy her grandparents’ farm and try rural life. When IBM wanted to transfer 
him elsewhere, he resigned. He worked as business manager of an orthopedic clinic, and made it 
possible for the new Holy Resurrection mission to hold services for a time in the clinic waiting room. 

In 1987 Charles and Vivian opened the Centre Deli on Lamar Street in Jackson. For eleven 
years it was one of the most popular lunch spots in downtown Jackson. Its white tablecloths, flawless 
service, and classical music gave it class, and Vivian’s homemade pies and biscuits drew people 
back; her potato salad was like no other. They enjoyed the affection of their many regular customers, 
but Vivian says, “it was the hardest thing I ever did.” They were like parents to some of their employees. 
Charles initiated the Jackson area Orthodox priests’ monthly lunch by hosting them at the Deli. 

In 1998 they sold the Deli and retired, but soon became weekly volunteers at the Children’s 
Hospital at the University of Mississippi Medical Center. Vivian rocked sick babies, and Charles
played with children in the cancer clinic. His specialty is drawing their pictures, which both the 
children and their parents cherish. Vivian’s health forced her to give up this work, but Charles 
still spends a half day a week there, and was recently honored by the hospital for ten years’ service.
Charles and Vivian love the children, but have been through many sad experiences with them.

Charles’ sister, the late Marlene Mackie, and her family, and his sister Helen Haddad followed him 
to Mississippi. Today the Haddad’s children Melinda and Chris, and Marlene’s children Andrew Caldecott and 
Suzanne Lewis, with Suzanne’s children Morgan and Adam Lewis, are all active members of Holy Resurrection. 

In addition to drawing children’s pictures, Charles paints icons. He painted the Epitaphios (image of the Shroud of the
Lord) that we carry in procession on Holy Friday.

Vivian grew up in a rural Baptist Church. She says “I have nothing bad to say about the Baptist Church, because that’s
where I learned about God.” But when she lived in Greenwood and Memphis, she wasn’t content and went to many churches
seeking something. When she married Charles and began attending St. Mary’s Orthodox Church in Brooklyn, she says “it
was different!” She did not understand it, but somehow kept coming, and read many books on Orthodoxy. She loved the
music. She says, “there’s nothing more beautiful – you feel like you are in a holy place.” 

Although Charles was reared in the Orthodox Church, his family attended a Baptist church for a while when they lived
too far to get to an Orthodox Church. But they always went to St. Nicholas Cathedral in Brooklyn for Pascha. Charles still
likes to sing Baptist hymns while washing dishes. He says, “I don’t feel complete if I miss Church. I love the music, the whole
Liturgy. You feel reverence there. You are in the House of God. I took a lot for granted because I was born into it.”

He continues, “I love people, all people. I talk with everybody. I hope that’s because of the influence of Church. We say
our daily prayers and that makes the day.”

“I say prayers and read the Bible daily,” says Vivian. “If I miss Church, the next week is not the same. I try to be kind to
all people. I have compassion for people.” Charles says Vivian cries when sees the suffering of people on the TV news. 

The Lord has blessed us with their presence at Holy Resurrection.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

REGULAR SERVICES: 
SATURDAY - GREAT VESPERS 5:30 P.M. 

SUNDAY - MATINS 8:30 A.M., DIVINE LITURGY 9:30 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL 12:00 NOON

WEDNESDAY - VESPERS 6:00 P.M.
BOOKSTORE OPEN AFTER SERVICES

Directions: From I-20 take exit 36, marked “Springridge Road” (About ten miles west of downtown Jackson.) 
Turn north on Springridge Road (it becomes Clinton Parkway). Cross Hwy 80 and go a half mile to College Street. 

Turn right (east) on College Street and go 0.3 miles to the Church on your right.

Go to www.holyres.net for special services times and more information.

TH E TW E L V E DA Y S O F CH R I S T M A S

The Twelve Days of Christmas are a festival of the revealing (Epiphany) of the Lord in the flesh, including His Birth,
Circumcision, and Baptism. The culmination is His Baptism, which marks the beginning of His public ministry. We celebrate this
by blessing water, into which He descends and from which He rises, showing us already His Death and Resurrection. A
basin of water will be  blessed in the Church at the Vigil Service on January 5, and all the local Orthodox Churches will
gather at the Old Trace Park on the Ross Barnett Reservoir for an outdoor blessing of water on Sunday, January 11. We
invite you to join us for all these services. 

Wednesday, December 24 Vigil of the Nativity 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 25 Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, December 31 Great Vespers 6:00 p.m. 
New Year Prayers

Thursday, January 1 Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Circumcision of the Lord

Monday, January 5 Vigil of Theophany 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, January 6 Divine Liturgy 6:30 a.m.
Theophany - Baptism of the Lord

Sunday, January 11 Blessing of Water 3:30 p.m.
Old Trace Park, Ross Barnett Reservoir

DIRECTIONS TO OLD TRACE PARK:
- Take I-55 to Exit 105A, Natchez Trace Parkway 
- Go east on Natchez Trace about 2 miles to Old Canton Road (marked “Ridgeland/Madison”) 
- Turn right and go south on Old Canton Road about one-half mile to Rice Road. 
- Turn left on Rice Road and go east about 1 mile to Post Road. It is past the turn for Cock of the Walk and just before
Rice Road crosses under the Trace. Turn right on Post Road and go about one-half mile. The entrance to Old Trace Park
will be on your right.


